NEWS

IMPROVING STANDARDS WINTER UPDATE 2025

BRITISH REGISTER OF ACCREDITED MEMORIAL MASONS

2024 was a busy year for BRAMM

We celebrated 20 years of providing a Memorial Mason register, employed 2 more
members of staff, implemented changes to the way we carry out fixer assessments,
introduced Regional Centre Assessments and worked hard to produce some new
questions for our FREE online CPD.

In 2025 we look forward to another year of development and improvements for the
benefit of Memorial Mason Industry. We will be introducing company compliance
checks and BRAMM will be the proud sponsor for the Cemetery of the Year Awards




Your Fixer Licence — Your Responsibility!

Fixers! You need to ensure your licence is not allowed to expire.

Your main employing company will receive an email from BRAMM 3 months before
your licence is due to expire, with links to our FREE Online CPD.

This year we will be introducing a video to watch before answering a new bank of 58
guestions. The pass mark is set at 93% which equates to 54 correct answers needed to

have your licence renewed.

There are no trick questions and all the answers can be found on

the video or in the BRAMM Blue Book.

If you do not complete the CPD on time, and your
licence expires, then you will be asked to take a
refresher assessment before your licence is re-issued.
This will cost the same as our normal assessment fees.

The Cemetery of the Year Award promotes best practice for the benefit

of the public AND memorial masons. In 2025, BRAMM will sponsor the
award to help raise awareness of the high standards that can be expected
from a BRAMM registered fixer mason.

Coming up in 2025...

Companies will be asked to watch a
guidance video, answer some questions

Support Visits have been
phased out ready for our
new, more stringent
Company Compliance
guestionnaire.

on compliance and best practice, and
then submit evidence to support their
answers.

Companies who fail to
comply will be removed
from the BRAMM Register.

Question of the month:

Does BRAMM accept OTHER qualifications
in exchange for a BRAMM Fixer Licence?

Answer:

No. The only way to get a BRAMM Fixer
Licence is to take the

BRAMM Fixer Licence Assessment.

The explanation:

Due to the difficulty of cross-mapping
other qualifications with the BRAMM Fixer
Licence Assessment, the BRAMM board
made the decision in 2024 to no longer
accept ANY other qualifications in
exchange for a BRAMM Fixer Licence.

A gqualification may, however, be accepted
as a ‘Fast Track’ way of getting an
assessment, eliminating the need to have
time served experience.

Please contact BRAMM HQ if you have any
guestions bramm@bramme-ik.org




Assessors Standardisation Meeting

In 2024, BRAMM started using photographs to record evidence of candidate
competence during a BRAMM Fixer Assessment. Assessors used a camera or phone and
then transferred these into a document for the candidate’s portfolio (for submission to

the awarding organisation AIM Qualifications and Assessments upon request)

The next step in improving the standard of the assessment was to take advantage of
modern technology to streamline the process, and to start using handheld devices to
record information directly into the candidates portfolio.

So in January 2025, BRAMM Assessors were invited to snowy Lancashire to discuss the
assessment process, and to receive their new Tablets.

The atmosphere in the room was filled with both excitement and trepidation.

Training was provided to the group and then one-to-one
support given to each assessor before heading out into a local
cemetery to carry out mock assessment.

By the end of the day, the assessors
understood the benefits of using modern

devices and were optimistic about using them

for their future assessments.

w
1eGuard

Memorial Insurance

Bridge Insurance Brokers Limit: 5 and reg e Financial Conduct Authority.




CEMENT

Cement is a fixative. A chemical substance that sets hard and
adheres to other materials, to bind them together.

| life due to trace elements in its compositional
£'make-up. Only In-date cement should be
used.

Cement must also have the CE mark on the
®7@3 bag. The CE mark denotes the manufacturer
" lis meeting EU safety, health, environmental
‘L and legal requirements. It also shows that it

is meeting British standards.

Cement should only be mixed immediately prior to use and just
enough mixed to complete the job. It should be mixed to a ‘creamy
yogurt like' texture, and should be used within 30 minutes.

Prior to applying the cement, both the foundation and bottom of
the base should be ‘wetted' to prevent ‘Hydraulic Shock’. This is 2
the where water is sucked out of the cement into the dry ’
foundation.

When cementing, 100% cement coverage should be aimed for to
avoid air pockets between the two surfaces, which could
potentially allow water ingress that would freeze in cold
temperatures, causing the joint to fracture.

PPE: Cement contains liquid
chromium which can potentially
cause nerve ending damage,
and it can cause alkaline burns
to bare skin. The cement dust is

Do not mix cement in low
temperatures as the
chemical reaction does
not work effectively below
5’C. A frost proofing agent _ .
can be added if the fix | . carcinogenic.

cannot rescheduled until ; \ Nl So it’s best to always wear mask,
the weather improves. - ( gloves and eye protection!

DO NOT add more water if your cement mix starts to dry out, as this will alter the
chemical composition and considerably weaken the cements bonding capabilities.

BRAMM has taken every care in the preparation of the material contained in this document to ensure it is correct and
accurate at the time of production. However, this material may contain typographical errors or technical inaccuracies.
BRAMM expressly excludes to the fullest extent permitted by law all liability howsoever arising from any such errors or
inaccuracies. © BRAMM 2025




