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A tragic accident happened on Saturday 5th July when a cross memorial killed a 4 year 
old boy in Rawtenstall cemetery. The exact details are still under investigation by HSE 

and BRAMM will bring you the details when they are made public. 
 

The memorial is a York stone cross with a joggle joint that has clearly broken. 
Please make your local cemeteries and churchyards aware of this accident, that they 
should be following Ministry of Justice guidelines and having their cemeteries safety 

inspected at least every 5 years by qualified safety inspectors. 
 

This matter was mentioned on Wednesday 16th July 2025 at                                            
Prime Minister’s Question Time        

                                  

BRAMM was set up over 20 years ago to improve standards of memorial fixing,           
so that events such as this do not happen.  

 

Please don’t take short cuts!  
 

Ensure every memorial, old, new and re-erected, is safe                                                 
and will remain safe for decades. 

If you know of poor quality fixing that is likely to affect the stability of any                      
memorial, please take photographs and present the evidence to the                            

local burial authority, and advise them to contact 
BRAMM . 

MEMORIAL kills boy of 4 in Lancashire cemetery 



The 

BRAMM AGM 

was held at 

Bridge Insurance 

Offices 

Manchester 

Annual Renewal Fees will increase from £150 to £155 for the year starting                      

1st September 2025. It was agreed that, for the fourth year running, there will be         

no increase to assessment fees.  

Duncan Reynolds came to the end of his four-year term 

as a Memorial Mason Representative on the BRAMM 

Board. The BRAMM chairman, Chris Lodge, presented 

Duncan with a ‘Thank you’ gift as he was unable to 

stand for another term.  

BRAMM Assessors – Update 

Over the last 12 months, the personal circumstances have changed for 3 of our           
long-term assessors. This means they are no longer in a position carry out  assessments 

on behalf of BRAMM. 

Terry Elliott, Adrian Roast and Colin Deakins have all supported BRAMM for many years 
and their valuable input will be missed by many across the industry. 

BRAMM wishes all of them our very best wishes in their future endeavors. 

 

Training to be a BRAMM Assessor takes several months but is 
a very rewarding role which supports the industry.  

If you feel you have the time and passion required to be a 
BRAMM Assessor and would like to be considered for this 

role, please register your interest by emailing  

BRAMM Head Office: bramm@bramm-uk.org  

mailto:bramm@bramm-uk.org
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BRAMM Officer, Phil Potts, retires from BRAMM  
Phil says “I joined BRAMM in 2018 when I retired from my NEO position at NAMM. Working with Burial Authori-
ty Associations and Memorial Masons provided a fantastic opportunity for taking the industry forward in so 
many ways. We have reinstated the Cemetery of the Year Awards, the Memorial Masons Award and the        
Bereaved Community Award. We have produced the BRAMM Best Practice Document 
which is written by industry professionals, and we have worked with Memorial Masons 
to ensure compliance with BS 8415, providing technical advice and developing the 
BRAMM Blue Book as well as creating better working relationships with Cemeteries. 
However, probably the best achievement is the rise in numbers on the BRAMM      
Register, which now stands at over 600 companies and continues to grow every year. 
I absolutely believe that it is vital to continue to improve the working relationship       
between Memorial Masons and Burial Authority Associations. 

BRAMM assessors are currently undergoing stringent standardisation training.                                                    
More assessors will be available to carry out assessments once this process is complete 



BRAMM has taken every care in the preparation of the material contained in this document to ensure it is correct and       
accurate at the time of production. However, this material may contain typographical errors or technical inaccuracies. 
BRAMM expressly excludes to the fullest extent permitted by law all liability howsoever arising from any such errors or     
inaccuracies. © BRAMM 2025  

CPD Question: What is the MINIMUM size of concrete foundation that must be 
used with most ground anchors to comply with British Standards?  

Answer: 3” x 3’0” x 1’6" 

The BRAMM BOARD of DIRECTORS is made up of 4                    

Burial Authority representatives chosen by their organization, and 4 Memorial Mason representatives 

who need to apply for the post and then stand for 4 years. 

The roles are voluntary (un-paid) and requires attendance at 2 Board meetings each year.                   
Representatives are chosen at the BRAMM AGM which takes place each year in June. 

 

If you are a BRAMM Registered mason and would like to 

be considered as a Memorial Mason Representative on 

the BRAMM Board, please email your CV to Jen at 

bramm@bramm-uk.org along with a statement            

explaining why you would like this opportunity, and how 

you could  support BRAMM with making improvements within the industry. 

REGIONAL CENTRE ASSESSMENT DATES 

 
 

Places are limited so contact BRAMM today to reserve your space. 
bramm@bramm-uk.org 

BRAMM is going DIGITAL  Printing and posting BRAMM Newsletters carries 

a considerable cost to BRAMM. It was decided at this years AGM to make this        
edition of BRAMM News the last printed copy.  
BRAMM News will continue to be sent out by email to all approved companies 
on our register. Copies of the past 4 newsletters are available to download from 
the BRAMM Website: www.bramm-uk.org 

September 10th: N.W.London 
September 11th: S.W.London 
September 16th: Bridgwater 

September 17th: S.W.Yorkshire 
October 8th: Inverness 

October 9th: Stirling 


