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BRITISH REGISTER OF ACCREDITED MEMORIAL MASONS 

More information and the links to enter the competition can be found at 

www.cemeteryoftheyear.org.uk 

The winner of the BRAMM Bereaved Community Award will receive £1,000 prize     
money along with a BRAMM/CYA Gold Award Certificate and a BRAMM/CYA Press     

Release that can be used to promote their achievement. 
 

Cemeteries and Burial Grounds that have completed a local initiative which has helped the bereaved 
in some way, within the last 5 years, are eligible to enter for this award. The initiative may be;      

offering a flower service, providing a café within the cemetery, or providing memorials                       
for still born children, to name just a few. 

The Cemetery of the Year Awards Competition is designed to improve standards within Burial 
Grounds, encourage compliance with legislation and support best practice, with information from 

leading Burial Authority Organisations. 
This in turn impacts positively on memorial masons as the public will be more inclined to               

commission a memorial if the cemetery is a pleasant and welcoming place to be.  
Watch this short video: https://vimeo.com/CYA 2025 information  

Do you know a cemetery that goes the extra mile? 

BRAMM sponsors the Cemetery of the Year Awards 2025  

https://vimeo.com/1027453127/7d8d5a8e9a?share=copy


 

The BRAMM BOARD of DIRECTORS is                             

made up of 4 Burial Authority representatives chosen by their organisation and 4 Memorial Mason 

representatives who need to apply for the post and then stand for 4 years. 

The role is voluntary (un-paid) and requires attendance      
at 2 Board meetings each year. 

 

            Representatives are chosen at the BRAMM AGM  

which will take place this year on June 4th. 
 

If you are a BRAMM Registered mason 

and would like to be considered as a Memorial Mason Representative on the 

BRAMM Board, please email your CV to Jen at bramm@bramm-uk.org along 

with a statement explaining why you would like this opportunity, and how you 

could support BRAMM with our continual strive for improvement within the industry. 

Welcome on Board... 

The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management have put 

forward a new representative for the BRAMM Board following the 

retirement of Julie Dunk.  

Julie represented the ICCM on the BRAMM Board of Directors for 

many years and made a valuable contribution to the development of 

BRAMM. We now welcome Julie’s successor,    

              Mathew Crawley   

EMBA, PGDip, FICCM (DipHons) Chief Executive, ICCM 

Mat says that ‘as a professional within the Bereavement Services space for over 25 years, I am 

fortunate to have been involved with providing assistance to bereaved people at almost every 

level within the sector. Undoubtedly, one of the most challenging areas of such provision is the 

ability to deliver empowering and meaningful funeral services that are suitable for bereaved  

people of all backgrounds. One such element of this is to ensure that our burial grounds and  

cemeteries are places where safety is fully considered and appropriately managed. Having       

directly managed and operated within over several hundred cemeteries over the course of my 

career, memorial and monument management continues to pose a significant risk for all         

cemetery users and visitors. With this in mind, initiatives such as the BRAMM scheme, alongside 

the ICCM Management of Memorials policy and training, can provide guidance, reassurance and 

best practice to those operating within our cemetery spaces, and ultimately aim to benefit       

bereaved people who require our assistance at a time where they need it the most’. 



Celebrating 20 years of service…     
Scott and Pete have worked for                                                                                               

for 20 years!!  

They have played a vital role in running and growing the  

business to the highly regarded and well respected company  

that it has become today. 

Scott and Pete both said they felt that the industry as such 

hasn’t changed much over the years other than some updates in memorial safety fixing techniques,    

but the memorials have got bigger and more interesting with various bespoke designs.                         

They both feel proud to work for Joseph Richmond & Sons Memorials and they commented how their 

late father who started the company would be proud of the company it is today,                                        

as is their Mam who still runs and works in the company.  

Joe said ‘We are incredibly proud of our team and their high standards of workmanship, and we are 

reminded of this constantly when customers write such wonderful reviews and often pass positive 

comments about their workmanship and service. 

Concerned mason, David Mazuruk from Rochdale, Lancashire,                  
contacted BRAMM last month about the health risk to masons from 

SILICOSIS 
Here is some information about the condition from the HSE website:                                        

www.hse.gov.uk/stonemasonry/silica-dust.htm 

Where are the hazards?   Respirable crystalline silica (RCS) is in most rocks, sands, clays and also 
products such as bricks, tiles and concrete. When these materials are worked, eg cut, sanded, 
carved, ground etc, dust is created.                                                                                                              
This dust may be fine enough to be breathed deep into the lungs. 

What are the risks?   If you are exposed to RCS then you are at risk of developing silicosis.             
This disease makes breathing more difficult and increases the risk of lung infections. Silicosis usually 
follows many years of exposure to RCS. Exceptionally high exposures over a few months or years 
can cause acute silicosis, which can cause death within months of exposure. Heavy and prolonged 
exposure to RCS under the conditions that produce silicosis can cause lung cancer. 
You may also develop chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), which prevents you from 
breathing properly. COPD is a term that includes chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 

How to control:   Risks to health are greatly reduced where exposure to dusts and fumes is           
controlled. Effective control is likely to be achieved by a mixture of controls including local exhaust 
ventilation (LEV) for dust and fume extraction, respiratory protection equipment (RPE), water sup-
pression and process changes.  

CPD Question: What is meant by the term ‘hydraulic shock’ and how can it be prevented?  
This is a term used when cement is applied to a dry surface. Water will   
quickly be drawn from the cement mix altering the chemical reaction.                                                         
Cement suffering hydraulic shock will cure to a much weaker strength.                                 

Prevent it by dampening both surfaces with clean water. 



BRAMM has taken every care in the preparation of the material contained in this document to ensure it is correct and       
accurate at the time of production. However, this material may contain typographical errors or technical inaccuracies. 
BRAMM expressly excludes to the fullest extent permitted by law all liability howsoever arising from any such errors or     
inaccuracies. © BRAMM 2025  

Sharing knowledge and passion for the trade 
A local school in Portchester asked Darren Somerville from Hampshire,                                                        

to answer some questions for the students about church stone memorials and stone masonry,           
which they were studying for RE (Religious Education)  

Darren met 68 year 6 children at the lovely Portchester Castles St Mary’s Church grounds.                     
The children got the chance to take rubbings and visually took notes of badges, engraving types and 

logos. Darren explained about various stone types (they had samples to pass around), engraving types, 
trends & religious symbols, and he gave a visual tour of the works van with all the tools he carried and 

used for the health and safety and fixing methods. 
The children asked some really good questions and all in all, it was very 

engaging and very educational for them.  
Darren later received a lovely email from the teacher: 

‘Thanks for today Darren. The children really enjoyed learning about your 
job and the staff all commented on how knowledgeable you are. Fantastic 

to have a local craftsman share his trade with the next generation.             
Lovely to meet you. Gemma, Wicor Primary 

 

 

Raft linear or strip beams should be a minimum of 6" or 150mm thick, with suitable expansion joints. 

For Back-to-Back plot memorials (pictured), the beam should be of a minimum width of 750mm. 

For single plot memorials the beams should be a minimum width of 380mm. 

When beams are constructed on sloping ground, they 
should be 'level' and 'stepped' thus ensuring that the load 
weight is correctly distributed. 

These are the minimum recommendations, and local 
ground conditions can indicate thicker and wider           
dimensions are required to be used to avoid settlement 
over time. 

If you would like more advice, please email your enquiry 
to the Technical Advisor at bramm@bramm-uk.org 

Pre-cast Beam Foundations  


