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 BR IT ISH REGISTER  OF  ACCREDITED  MEMORIAL  MASONS  

Annual Renewal Fees:  

                       HAVE YOU PAID? 
  Our invoices went out on August 29th for our annual renewal fee, with a  

reminder going on September 26th to the companies that still had not paid.  

Any company that wishes to remain on the register must make payment 

                                                BEFORE OCTOBER 26th  

All               Companies that have still not paid by this date will lapse from the register 

and will need to pay an administration fee of £50 if they wish 

to be reinstated back onto the BRAMM Register. 

Burial Authorities will be informed about any company no  

longer on the register. 

 

 

 

 

BRAMM PRESENTATIONS 
 

       

BRAMM met with Julie Dunk, the previous ICCM 
representative on the BRAMM Board of Directors, and 
Phil Potts, retired BRAMM Development officer, while 
at the ICCM conference on October 1st. 

 

 

2025 saw both Julie and Phil retire from services 
with BRAMM so both were presented with a ‘Thank 
you’ gift for their commitment over the years. 

We wish them both a long and happy retirement! 

 



  

BRAMM Sponsors The CEMETERY of the YEAR AWARDS 
The CYA presentations took place at the ICCM conference at Kenilworth on October 
1st 2025. Cemeteries were invited to submit an entry for one of three categories : 

• Parish, Town and Community Council Burial Grounds 
• Small Burial Grounds up to 10,000 graves.  
• Large Burial Grounds’ above 10,000 graves  

The gold and silver award winners were invited to attend the ICCM conference 
where they were presented with their certificates. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

All masons on the BRAMM register are expected to provide a good level of service to 
their customers. This includes good communication and supplying goods that the 

customer has paid for. 

BRAMM often receives calls from distressed customers because their BRAMM 
registered mason has not completed the work as promised. 

This discredits BRAMM and the hundreds of good masons                                              
we have on the register. 

Customers are advised to contact Trading Standards for assistance to resolve 
contractual issues and we have several cases ongoing where Trading Standards 

have contacted BRAMM for Memorial Mason information. 

 

 

 

We have also been contacted by the police to 
assist with a criminal investigation where a 

mason has taken payment from several 
customers and not supplied the goods. 

We are assisting with their enquiries. 
 

BRAMM STANDARDS 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Standards of qualifications accredited by AIM Qualifications and Assessments 

Group have been improved recently with specific requirements needing to be put in 
place by all course providers. As a result, BRAMM has been working closely with AIM    

to update the requirements for the BRAMM Fixer Licence Assessment.  
 

This has led to an in-depth review of the assessment criteria which now meets all 
the requirements of the awarding organisation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BRAMM has issued 7 licences in the past month to fixers who have demonstrated 
competency in a range of fixing skills, as required for the practical assessment. 

 

6 candidates have failed the BRAMM Fixer Licence Assessment due to companies 
putting forward fixers who have not had sufficient training, fixers who are not 

experienced fixer masons or fixers who just did not read the assessment information 
provided before the practical assessment was carried out. 

 

Changes to the 
BRAMM Fixer Licence Assessment 

We have also had to implement lengthy assessor training       
so the assessment is delivered in the same reliable way 

throughout the country by qualified assessors,                          
and so the candidate’s skills are marked in a                       

consistent and dependable way.  
 

 

The BFL Assessment is only suitable for experienced memorial fixers                          
and will assess a range of skills required for memorial installation                                      

to meet current BS8415 standards. 

 



 
Ground Anchors. 

According to BS 8415 – Ground anchors are safety devices which safeguard against 
sudden hazardous failure (being pushed over) of a lawn memorial.                                     

Ground anchors are not stability devices, that is the job of the foundation.                         
Please note the minimum sizes for foundations now required by GA manufacturers is 

usually 36” x 18” x 3” MINIMUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is essential to consult the manufacturers instructions before installation as they 
specify the correct anchor size for the size of the memorial, and details the MAXIMUM 
hole dimensions for both the base and the foundation. Different ground anchors use 

different MAXIMUM size holes, please bear this in mind when buying bases of 
foundations from a suppler with holes already bored. 

                     
If you buy a base with a 30mm diameter ground anchor hole but use a ground anchor 

that says the maximum hole should be 28mm, then this makes the memorial                 
non-compliant and it could be “pulled off” the ground anchor because there is too much    

play, making the memorial unsafe.  
BRAMM is being sent growing photographic evidence of BRAMM fixers using the wrong 

sized ground anchor for the pre drilled anchor holes in the base. 

                 

Ground anchors only work if the tolerance of the diameter of the stainless steel anchor 
and the base hole are very tight, that a couple of mm oversize will lead to a failure in the 
event of the memorial being pushed over. There was recent death in July in Rawtenstall 

cemetery of young 4 year old boy having a memorial fall on him. 
 

It is the responsibility of each fixer to make sure the 
memorials they are erecting are safe and compliant to          

BS 8415.   For memorials (new and reinstated) greater than 
625 mm above ground level all components shall be 
designed and constructed such that, when properly 

installed, they withstand a horizontal load of 70 kg applied at 
their apex or  1.5 m from the ground, whichever is the lower, 

with the load applied in the most critical direction. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Behind the scenes……                        The BRAMM Website 

The BRAMM website is getting a whole new look. 

Designed by professionals to be more user-friendly and easy to negotiate, it will 
have all the familiar components including the ‘Find a Mason’ facility,               

the BRAMM Blue Book, other useful documents                                                             
and recent editions of BRAMM News. 

       

The website is due to be launched later this year. 

CPD Question: What is the recommended requirement for a using a memorial ground anchor 
in a light sandy soil?  

Answer: Use a longer accredited ground anchor. 
If fixing on sandy soil or on steep slopes where thicker memorial foundations are being used, the 

ground anchor manufacturer should be consulted for guidance                                                                         
on length and diameter of the ground anchor to be used. 

 


